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“Thave set watchmen on thy walls, O Jerusalem, who sWall never hold their peace day nor night,” 
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eS 
SERMON. 
Delivered in the First Church in Malden, on Sunday af- 
ternoon, Sept. 2, 1832. 
By SYLVANUS COBB, Pastor. 

“ But I fear, lest by any means, as the serpent 
beguiled Eve through his subtlety, so your minds 
should be corrupted from the simplicity that ts in 
Christ.” 2 Cor. xi, 3. 

The worthy apostle Paul was a faithful ser- 
yant of Christ, and a friend to mankind. He was 
formed to that gospel which is perfectly adapted 
to the wants of the human mind. The gospel 
uuto which he was wedded, combines sublimity 
and glory with perfect simplicity. It inspires 
exultation without pride, and joyfulness without 
vanity. It leads the mind into no vain specyla- 
tion, but rests it on the plain and sure word of 
Divine promise. It inspires a rational! hope in 
God for all needed future good, and a filial love 
of present duty. It places the believers on a sea 
of glass mingled with fire, in.a clear and purify- 
ing light. It is the highway of the Lord, in which 
the way-faring man, if candid, however simple, 
aay not err. 

But man is prone to become giddy headed, by 
sach deceitful dreams of self promoted greatness, 
as deluded our mother Eve. Paul saw the 
proneness of some of his Corinthian brethren to 
such hurtful delusions, aod could not refrain 
from expressing his jealousy of them io the words 
of the text.. “But I fear, lest by any means, as 
the Serpent beguiled Eve through his subtlety, 
se your minds should be corrupted from the sim- 
plicity that is in Christ.” 

Now the allegorical account of the temp‘ation 
of Eve, here referred to by the apostle, repre- 
sents that she was bguiled by the delusive notion 
that she and her companion should not surely 
suffer thar death in sin which the law sf Godhad 
threatened, but should be as God’s knowing good 
and evil. The idea was, that by taking their 
own way, they sheuld be promoted to greater 
happiness aud honor. But she found that the 
taking of their own way, in oppvusition to the 
word of God, was to their degredation, and not 
totheir honor. So with regard to those who be- 
came corrupted from the simplicity of the gospel; 
they were proud of their own vain speculations, 
aad thought the:eby to promote themselves to 
honor. Thus they were corrupted by the subtlety 
of human wisdom, like as Eve was beguiled by 
the subtlety ofthe serpent. They were “spoiled 
by (false) philosophy and vain deceit, after the 
traditions of men, «fer the rudiments of the world 
and not after Christ.” 

In noticing, for our improvement, some modern 
eases of corruption from the simplicity that is in 
Christ, I shall not now briog, to view the barba- 
reus dogmas of Calvio, nor those of the more 
fiery Armenian sects; but I shall notice some of 
the more fine spun speculations, some of the more 
refined subtleties, of men who call themselves 
Liberal Christians. 

A speculation with which some seem to be 
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mind away fromthe simplicity that is in Christ, 
is the idea that men carry with them into the fu- 
ture stafe the same moral character, and intel- 
lectual attainments, which they die with here,— 
so that there they shall be high or low, foremost 
or hindmost, according to the rank and grade 
whieh they attained to here on earth. 
Some have bent their minds so much to these 
speculations, that they seem to have wrought 
themselves into the view that this sentiment is of 
capital importance, insomuch that a departure 
from it must be stigmatized as acorrupt and pér- 
nicious heresy. ‘They seem to have imbibed the 
notion that nothing can regulate society, nothing 
can stimulate man to cultivate and improve the 
mind in knowledge and virtue, but the hope of 
thus procuring this dizzy height above the igno- 
rant and unimproved, in the future world. 
But is the sentiment now noticed the gospel of 
Christ? I think I do not assume teo much to 
say, that nothing is easier than to show that it is 
a corruption, a deleterious departure, from the 
simplicity that is in Christ. To show this I will 
present the teachings of tne gospel touching the 
revelation of afuture state. And this; the resur- 
rection of the dend, the triumph of life and im- 
mortality. is the heart of the gospel, the leading 
theme of its ministry. When St. Paul was at 
Athens, his preaching, which excited the partic- 
ular attention of the people, was about ‘Jesus 
and the resurrection.” And when the chief cap- 
tain had him before the council of priests, he said 
it was for the hope and resurrection of the dead 
that he was called in question. And before Felix, 
he mentioned as his distinguishing doctrine, that 
he had a hope toward God, that there shall be a res- 
urrection of the dead, both of the just and wnjust. 
Now as the christian hope of a future state of 
being, is through the resurrection of the dead, as 
is taught in the scriptures, se the christian belief 
concerning the character and condition of men in 
that future state, must be formed by the teach- 
ings of the scriptures on that subject. 
On the condition of man in the future state, 
Jesus himself said,in his controversy with the Sad- 
ducees, Matt. xxii. 30: “For in the resurrection 
they neither marry, nor are given in marriage, 
but are as the angels of Godin heaven.” They 
had just been arguing about a future world, from 
what they knew to take place in this. But Je- 
sus said unto them, ‘‘ye do greatly err.” Why 
dothey err? Was it for the want of a knowl- 
edge of sectarian philosophy? No. “Ye do 
greatly err,”’said Jesus, “not knowing the scrip- 
tures, nor the power of God.” 
This conversion of Christ is recorded by Luke 
thus: Lake xx. 34. “Aud Jesus said unto them, 
The childfen.ef this world marry, and are given 
in marriage: But they which shall be accounted 
worthy to obtain that world, and the resurrection 
from the dead, neither marry, nor are given in 
marriage; neither can they die any more, for 
they are equal unto the angels ; and are the chil- 
dren of God, being the children of the resurrec- 
tion.” 
Jesus was here discoursing on the subject of 
the resurrection of the human dead, without re- 
gard to their present character.. The Sadducees 
had brought the case of one woman who bad in 
succession seven husbands, with a view to pre- 
sent a difficult question to Jesus, with regard to 
the regulation of society in. the future world. 
There was no question but that, according to the 
doctrine of Jesus. they would all rise in the res- 
urrection, and live i the same world. And as 
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ily sanght that all who shall be raised, will be e- 
qaul unto the angels; and will be children, or 
sons of God, by being children of the resurrec- 
tion, And who shall be found worthy to be 
raised from the dead? Or who shall be made 
the subjects of that privilege? For the word 
worthy here applies net to moral desert, but to 
the value God sets on his rational creatures: ¢- 
ven as the word value is used, where Jesus sai: 
to his disciples, “Ye are of more value than many 
sparrows.” This relates not to moral desert, 
but to,the value which God sets on his creatures, 
according to the scale of being in which he has 
placed them; for, with respeet.to moral desert. 
there could be no comparison between men and 
sparrows, And on whom does God set that val- 
ue, which entitles them to the privilege, in bis 
gospel purpose, of a resurrection from the dead ! 
They a-e all his intelhgent creatures. For ‘as 
in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be 
made alive.” 

And with regard to the character of the state, 
in which they shall be made alive, St. Paul is as 
plain as was Jesus Christ. He declares it to be 
in incerraption, in power, in glory, in spiritual- 
sty, and in heayenliness. It is plain that these 
scriptures were designed to present the simple 
fact of a future state of existence, as altogether 
an object of hope, being free from all infirmity 
and evil, It is what God hath purposed, not as a 
curse to any, but as a favor or grace in its full ex- 
tent. As Paal said to Timothy; “He hath 
saved us, and called us with an holy calling, not 
according to our works, but according to his 
own purpose, and. grace, which was given us in 
Christ Jesus before the world began; but is now 
made manifest, by the appearing of Jesus Ch viet: 
who hoth abolished death and brought life a 
immortality to light through the gospel.” 

Such is the simplicity of the gospel. It does 
pot call on us to.go at work and procure such an 
immortal existence as may be.a favor to us, but 
it brings to light that life and immortality for us, 
which was given us in Christ Jesus before the 
world began, designed of God to be a grace or 
favor tous. It lays no foundation for any pride 
pampering speculations about striving for the 
chief seats there. The gospel simply reveals to 
us the future life as an object of consoling and 
joyful hope, a state free from all those evils which - 
attend this mortal life—and with this joyful | ope 
it leaves us, not to knew the particulars of our 
mode of beiug, and our means of happiness, un- 
til we arrive there. This: much, however, it as- 
sures us, that we. shall all, be equal unto the an- 
gels, and shall be sons of God, not by having been 
believers in Christ on earth, but by being chil 
dren of the resurrection, 

I know that some have referred. to the lan- 
guage of Paul, “One star differeth from another 
star in glory; so alsois the resurrection of the 
dead,” as proof tliat there will be, among men 
in the fnture. worid,.. different degrees of happi- 
ness and glory. But the context shows thal, 
whether the dactrine be true or not, the language 
now referred to has_no relation to such a senti- 
ment, The apostle had noticed an objection to 
the resurrection, which was started on the sup- 
position that God could not make bodies in which 
to raise them. In answer to such objection, he 
called to mind some of the different kinds of 
bodies which God had made, differing from each 
other.in their nature and glory, and argued that 
it as no less easy for the Creator to give men 
another body, differing from all others, And 
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another of the moon, and another of the stars; 
and one star differeth from another starin glory. 
So also is the resurrection of the dead.” How! 
The apostle proceeds to inform us ;—‘It is sown | 
in corruption : it is raised in inc ion; itis 
sown in dishonor, and raised in glory,” &c. 
What is sown io dishonor. and raised in glory? 
The creature man. 
with regard to mankind, as the difference be- 
tween one star and another, is between the 
present and the future states of the creature man, 
and not between different individuals in that 
state. That state is, for the human race, astate 
of incorruption and glory, in the infige of the 
heavenly man. This is the final good for which 
we hope; and this hope, not in our present im- 
provements, but in the primitive purpose atid fa- 
vor of God, is the hope which both happifies the 
mind and purifies the heart. 

But those gentlemen who would have sinners 
carry their present vile characters with them in- 
to the future world, will tell us that they support 
their scheme by the philosophy of the human mind. 

“We know,” say they, “that the human mind 
is formed for progression, and that here its im- 
prevements are by gradual advances.” And they 
infer that so it must be hereafter. Well, about 
this we have no dispute, for we have no informa- 
tion upon it. As to the improvements of the hu- 
man mind in the fature world, in the sciences 
which shall be applicable to the purposes of our 
existence there, we can make no advances upon 
the subject uutil we arrive there. Any specula- 
tion about it here has nothing more to do with 
gospel ministry, than a speculation about the 
stature and complexion of the men in the moon. 

Neither can any thing be argued from this con- 
struction of the haman mind, in favor of the po- 
sition that men who end this life in a sinful and 
unlearned character, will commence in a sinful 
charaeter in the future life, or be ignorant there 
of what shall be sufficient to give them happiness. 
First, with regard to the sinful character. If we 
study man, we shall see that all sin which was 
ever known on earth, is induced by the infirmi- 
ties, wants, and passions, which belong exclusive- 
ly to the physical circumstances of this mortal 
state, and cannot exist in that only future state 
which the gospel reveals, a state incorruptible, 
spiritaal and glorious. Hence the doctrine of the 
progressive advancement of the human mind, 
does not require the belief that men wil! contin- 
ug in sin in the immortal world, where the causes 
of sin will not exist. How awkwardly do those 
gentlemen’s reasoning appear, who are so deter- 
mined to have the human mind slow in its ad- 
vancment, as to keep it in sin for a long time af- 
ter all cause of sin is removed. It would seem 
that they designed to give us a practical illustra- 
tion of the slowness of the mind’s progress in un- 
derstanding. A change of views and circum- 
stances mighteven in this world, without a change 
of physical constitution, change the mind ina 
moment from the purpose and disposition.of sin- 
ning. Was the momentary change of Saul, 
from the hatred to the luve of Christ, against the 
philosophy of the human mind? Was it against 
the voluntary action of the human will? No, 
the mind acted as freely in loving, as it had done 
in hating Christ. And why the sudden change 
of moral feeling? It was-by a sudden develope- 
ment of the truth of Christ ; a sudden change of 
cireumstances, and of views ;—but not so great as 
the resurrection must produce upon all mankind. 
But this we will shortly consider. 

Having seen that the doctrine of progression, 
so far as it comports with the true philosophy of 
the human mind, affords no argument for the 
continuance of men im sin ia the immortal state, 
we will, in the second place, examine witli re- 
gard to men’s possessing that knowledge, in the 
commencement of that state, which shall produce 
them happiness. ‘There are branches of learning, 
in whieh the minds of those who have the best of 
talents and opportunities make but slow advan- 

ces, which, though they occupy a great portion 
of present human study, do not belong to our 
present subject. I suppose it will hardly be pre- 
tended by any, that a knowledge of Astronomy, 
Chemistry, Mechanism, Agriculture, Commerce, 
&c., will give those who possess rt here an ad- 
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ustage over others in the future state ; and that 
ae disadvantage of the others will be suffered as 
a punishment. This’ would be? pu the’ 


or in the future world for their poverty here, 
Sihich gave them not the means of,so high an 
education. And it would be puni diseased 
dren, for having died in childhood, and not’ 
able, of course, to enter upon the future 
life with the characters of literati. 
But we will consider what belongs to religious 
knowledge, to that which composes the stock of 
christian riches. This is the knowledge of such 
evidence as produces a belief in the existence of 
a God of infinite wisdom and power, and good- 
ness,—and in {the doctrine of immortality as 
taught in the gospel. This faith in Gody and 
hope in immortality,ftogether with the correspon- 
ding principles of gratitude and love, constitute 
the stock of christian wealth, in which some are 
so much more rich than others in the present life. 
And now, what philosophical argument can our 
modern philosophic christians draw, from the 
constitution of the human mind, that those same 
persons will be just as much more rich ip the 
same christian knowledge, gratitude and love, 
in the future world? Will they have those who 
disbelieved the truths of christianity on earth, 
continue to disbelieve when they know these 
truths? When they are raised into that immor- 
tal state which the gospel reveals, a state free 
from*corruption, from infirmity and pain, they 
will then witness the fulfilment, and know the 
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They will-know the existence, they will see the 
wisdom and power and love, of the Father Al. 
mighty, and find themselves in the possession, 
through his free favor, of immortal and heaven- 
ly existence. And if the belief of these things 
beforehand, produced in ws the sentiment oflove 
and gratitude on earth, the knowledge of the same 
tiuths must produce this sentiment in others, in 
that resurrection state. That display of the be- 
ing and glory of Christ which changed the moral 
feelings of Saul to love and praise, was as noth- 
ing compared with the glorious event of the resur 
rection of the human dead into an incorruptible exis 
tence, though the glorious power and grace o 
God in Jesus Christ. They may aceuse us of 
believing in a future salvation from sin, on a 
principle inconsistent with the philosophy of the 
buman mind, and the freedom of moral action ; 
but they must away with all true philosophy of 
the human mind, they must prevent the freedom 
of its moral action, if they would prevent the ra- 
tional universe from falling down in wondor, love, 
and praise before God, when the Lord God shall 
swallow up death in the victory of life immortal, 
and wipe away tears from off all faces. ‘Though 
we may have loved the Saviour before others, yet 
if we deprive not others of moral freedom, when 
they come into those circumstances and views 
which induce the same moral feelings, they will 
love as much as we. 

But we are told that men will have a remem- 
brancein the future state of what they were in’ 
this life, and that sinners will be made miserable 
there by a remembrance of their sins. We too 
maintain personal identity, and the remembrance 
of the present in the future :—else we could not 
praise God for our deliverence from the bondage 
of corruption into the glorious liberty of the sons 
of God. But if the remembrance ofthe sins of 
this life inflict misery in the immortal Weld, then 
all men, unless they lose their memory, must be 
more or less miserable to all eternity. But this 
none will admit ; and ef course those who use the 
above argument from future memory should see 
its unsoundness. The simplicity of the gospel 
teaches us, that when we have seen that princi- 
ple and purpose of the divine goverament which 
over-rules evil for good,—and have, in the spirit 
of this sentiaent become reconciled to God,— 
we shall experience remission, forgiveness, or 
deliverence from sin ;—sv that, instead of con- 
traving in unhappiness, by dwelling in the evil of 
our own past doings, we shall be engrossed in 
the love and praise of that all gracious wisdom 
and power, which over-ruled for good, what was 
meant by us for evil. 


Finally, if there was ever a “philosophy falsely 
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doctrine of immortality, the notion that all mea * 
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will carry with them into the immortal state the 
characters ssed_by them here on earth. It _ 
:- a corruption from the ‘simplicity that is in 
Christ. These ful sy ns, which calb 
the attention of men away from this divine gift 
of immortality in Christ, to a reliance on them- 
selves for whatever they shall be in that immor- 
tal state, have a chilling influence on the heart 
taking away the joyful confidence of the gospel 
hope. It throws the mind into doubt whether 
the gift of immortality shall prove to be a blessing 
or a curse.—Finally, the mixture of important 
gospel truths with vain and doubtful speculations, 
tends to throw the whole into the same doubtful 
shade, and drive the mind to scepticism. 

But these gentleman are in the habit of repre- 

senting a belief in obtaining a higher seat im 
heaven by their moral improvements here, is ne- 
cessary to induce men to attend here to moral 
culture ; that without such belief the inducements 
to moral improvements are insufficient.—Well, 
this§is as I should have expected. It demon- 
strates the injurious effects of these vain specula- 
tions. ‘They occupy the mind so much, and so 
proudly, about their higher seats in heaven for 
moral culture here, that they are actually made, 
in some degree, blind to the beauties and enjoy- 
ments of present moral improvement. It makes 
them feel as if moral excellence here was not of 
importance enough in itself to induce them to 
strive for it. 
And will these men have the same characters 
in the future world, that they have here? Will 
they there have so little love fur moral goodness, 
that they will not care to possess themselves of it, 
unless it be to purchase a higher seat in some 
then future world? Then their contemplated 
high seats there will be found disagreeably low. 

But the scriptures present us with those chrie- 
tian graces, those principles of faith and practice, 
which of themselves constitute the highest pres- 
ent good of man. Men are invited to seek these 
principles, as they seek that which is valuable 
for its own sake ; and they are assured that they 
shall find them to be as waters breaking forth in 
the wilderness, and streams in the desert. Let 
the pilgrim on the sandy desert be conducted te 
the place of the breaking forth of waters, and 
shown the ‘limped stream, and he will joyfully 
partake. And let religious teachers, instead of 
starving the people’s minds on the husks of vain 
speculations, lead them directly up to the living 
fountains of sjmple seripture truth,—and they wilk 
drink and be refreshed. Let them maintain the 
simplicity that is in Christ. Then will they show 
to the people, who listen to their instructions, 
that error and vice are the curse of man ; and that 
truth and virtue are his moral health and happiness. 
And they will publish in plainness and simplicity 
of speech, as an object of joyful and consoling 
hope, that blessed life and immortality which is 
the purpose and grace of God for the dying fam- 
ily of man. This hope, grounded, not in our 
own merits, but in the sure word of divine prom- 


the mind, likewise purifies the heart, and raises 
the affections, to holiness and heaven. It in~ 
spires the believers heart to say, 
“My soul rejoices to pursue, 
The paths of truth and love, 
Till glory breaks upon my view, 
In brighter worlds above.” 





System. 

System is a strange thing. By it, people are so effec- 
tually blinded, that they can veiw that with complacen- 
cy and approbation, which would be repredated by them 
in the strongest terms, remove system out of their view. 
Asan example of the effect of system,in blinding the 
human mind, perverting the understanding, and drying 
up all the fountains of sympathy and humanity, and 
transforming men into demons in cruelty, we make the 
following extract, accompanied by the very just remarks 
of T. 8S. Smith, M. D. 

“Yes; there are persons in whom system has 80. 
completely subdued the feelings of humanity, that 
Te ae rane: cues avamntioipes tb cots 

with a stea aze, to con’ t 
rr eotengpe rs we to affirm that F is beautiful and 
glorious. “The lamb of God shall roar as a lion a~ 
gainst them; he shall excommunicate and cast them - 





out of bia presence for ever by a sentence from. the 
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throne, saying, “Depart from me ye cursed.” He 
) shall adjudge them to everlasting fire, and the socie- 
ty of devils for evermore, And this sentence, we 
suppose, shall be pronounced with an audible voice, 
the man Christ, And all the saints shall say, 
$ lujah, true amd righteous are his judemente 
None were so compassionate as the sainis when on 
earth, during the time of God’s patience. But now 
that time is at an end, their compassion on the un- 
godly is swallowed up in joy, in the Mediator’s glory 
d his execating of just judgment, by which his en- 
emies are made his footstool. Though sometimes the 
righteous man did weep in secret places for their 
Be, and because sey.wonld not hear ; yet then 
‘shall rejoice when he seeth the vengeance; 
shall wash his feet in the blood of the wicked.’ Psalm. 
Iviii. 10.—No pity shall then be shown to them from 
their nearest relations. The godly wife shall ap- 
plaud the justice ofthe Judge, in the condemnation 
of her ungodly husband ; the godly husband shall 
say, Amen, to the damnation of her who lay in his 
bosom} the godly parents shall say, Hallelujah, at 
the passing of the sentence against their ungodly 
child ; and the godly child shall from his heart, a 
¢ the damnation of his wicked parents, the t. 
ther who begat him and the mother who bore him.” 


Boston’s Four-fold State, State 1V. Head iv. sec. 9. 





After this, can we wonder that system should have 
so perverted the understanding, as to lead it to ap- 
prove of the infliction of pain, imprisonment, and 
death, for an adherence to what was conscientiously 
believed to be the truth, and so corrupted the heart, 
as to make it triumph in the subdual of its best feel- 
ings, which takes reyes the dreadful injustice and 
cruelty, asthe noblest effort of heroic piety ? After 
this, will any one venture to maintain, that mere 


speculative opinions, as many persons term them 
are of little importance?” ' 
. Smith on Div. Government pp. 288—289. 
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Remoaat or roe Cueroxers.—The follow- 
ing are the principle terms, of the proposition 
of our government to this nation, for their re- 
moval beyond the Mississippi river. 

A country, sufficiently extensive and fertile 
shall be marked out for the whole Cherokee 
nation, and conveyed by patent, according to 
the act of May 28, 1830. The Cherokees to 
have all the powers of self-government, as far 
as compatible with the necessary supervisiory 
authority of Congress, with the privilege of an 
agent residing at Washington, and hereafter a 
delegate in Congress, ifthat body consent.— 
All white persons shall be excluded, unless es- 

cially permitted by law of the United States. 

he Indians to remove at the expense of the 
United States, either by making a certain al- 
lowance to individuals, or by agents employed 
by the United States, or by agreement with 
those who are competent among themselves.— 
Subsistence to be allowed for one year, and an 
annuity proportioned to the value of the ceded 
territory. All improvements and stock to be 
paid for; and ample provisions made for schools 
and teachers, blacksmiths, mills, churches, 
council houses, and houses fora few of the 
principal chiefs. Reservation may be made 
for a few individuals, under particular circum- 
stances, they becoming citizens of the state 
where they reside, and abandoning all relations 
with other Indians. These terms, we should 
suppose, were sufficiently liberal to satisfy the 
most tenacious, but we understand the infatua- 
ted Indians have rejected them. So much we 
may justly charge to the unhallowed influence 
of pretended Missionaries of the religion of -Je- 
sus, but in fact a set of political disorganizers. 


Signers of the Declaration of Independence.— 
The fallewtag is a list of the Sigutre, with the 
periods of their death, annexed respectfully.—s 

Thomas Lynch, Jr. of So. Carolina.* 

Hutton Gwinnett, Geo. May 27, 1777. 

John Morton, Penn. December, 1777. 

Philip Livingston, N. Y. June 12, 1778, 

George Ross, Penn. July, 1779. 

Joseph Hewes, N.U. Nov. 10, 1779. 

John Hart, New Jersey, 1780. 

George Taylor, Penn. Feb. 23, 1781. 

















Richard Stockton, N: J. Feb. 1781. 
Cesar Rodney, Del. 1783. 

Stephen Hopkins, R. I. July 13, 1785. 
Wm. Whipple, N. H. Nov. 28, 1785. 





Arthur Middleton, S. C. Jan. 1, 1787. 
Thomas Stone, Md. Oct. 5, 1787. 4 
John Penn, N.C. Sept. 1778. 

Thomas Nelson, Jr. Va. 1789. 
Benjamin Franklin, Penn. April 17, 1790. 
William Hooper, N.C. Oct. 1790. 
Benjamin Harrison, Va. April, 1791. 
Francis Hopkins, N. J: May 8, 1791. 
Lyman Hall, Geo. 1791. 

Roger Sherman, Conn. July 23, 1793. 
John Hancock, Mass. Oct. 8; 1793. 
Richard Henry Lee, Va. June 19, 1794. 
John Witherspoon, N. J. Nov. 1794. 
Abraham Clark, N. J. 1794. 

Josiah Bartlett, N. H, May 19, 1795. 
Samuel Huntingdon, Conn. June 5, 1796. 
Carter Braxton, Va. Oct 10, 1797. 
Oliver Wolcott, Conn, Dec. 1, 1797. 
Lewis Morris, N.Y. Jan. 1798. 

James Wilson, Penn, Aug. 28, 1798. 
George Read, Del. 1798. 

William Paca, Md. 1799. 

Edward Rutledge, 8. C. Jan. 23, 1800. 


Matthew Thornton, N. H. June 24, 1803. 


Samuel Adams, Mass. Oct. 2, 1803. 
Francis Lewis, N. Y. Dec. 30, 1803. 
George Walton, Geo. Feb. 2, 1804, 
Robert Morris, Penn. May 8, 1806. 
George Wythe, Va. June 6, 1806. 
James Smith, Penn. 1806. 

Thomas Hayward, 8. C, March, 1809. 
Samuel Chase, Md. June 19, 1811. 
William Williams, Conn. Aug. 2, 1811. 
George Clymer, Penn. Jan. 23, 1813. 
Benjamin Rush, Penn. April 19, 1813. 
Robert T. Paine, Mass, May 11, 1814. 
Elbridge Gerry, Mass. Nov. 23, 1814. 
Thomas M’Kean, Del. June 25, 1817. 
William Ellery, R. I. Feb, 15, 1820. 
William Fleyd, N. Y. Aug. 4,°192), 
John Adams, Mass. July 4, 1826. © 
Thomas Jefferson, Va. July 4, 1826. 
Charles Carroll, Md. November 4, 1832. 





*Mr. Lynch and his lady embarked, shortly after the 
Declaration, on board a vessel bound to St. Eustatia. and 
It is supposed that 


nothing more is known of their fate. 
the vessel was lost, and that all on board perished. 





Inptan Testament.—We understand, that 
Dr. James, of the army, has in press at Alba- 
ny, a translation of the New Testament ia the 
language of the Chippeway Indians. This lan- 
guage is understood by fifteen tribes; by al- 
Dr. 
James has also in press, a grammar of the 


most all, indeed, of the northern Indians, 


language. 


Treaty with Turkey—The N.Y. Courier 
states that Com. Porter, our charge d’ Affairs 
at Constantinople, has just concluded a treaty 
with the Porte, which places the commerce of 
the United States on a footing more favorable 


than that of any other nation. 


We learn, says the Salem Gazette, that sub- 
scriptions were taken last week for a new joint 
stock company, to establish a line of steam car- 
riages between this town and Boston, over the 
The plan is said to be, to run a 
carriage every hour in the day, each way; and if 
the project is successful, the line will be contin- 


turnpike. 


ued to Newburyport. 


Paris papers to the 15th November have 
been received at New-York. The only impor- 
tant intelligence they contain is the announce- 
ment of the entrance of the French army into 
Belgium! ‘The Russians were mustering in 


great numbers on the frontiers. 
Rumors of 


ber. 


During the week endin 
were reported of deaths in E 


26,806. 








War.—The Galenian, published 
at Galenia, (Illinois,) says, that the Indians 
on the frontiers aré forming alliances; and 
next summer will be prepared to encounter 
the whites, The Winnebagoes can raise 1500 
warriors among themselves, and they say the 
neighboring tribes will furnish an equal num- 


Nov. $d, there | R 
ngland, of Chole- 
ra 269—cases 538—total cases 70,644—deaths 


On Thursday, the 20th ult. a boy by the 
name of Nathaniél Donnell about 15 years of 


age, was gunning near the Long Sands in York 
Me, and after killing a bird he took a boat and 
went to sea in pursuit of it; but the wind 
blowing strong the boat was forced out, and 
he was heard no more of until just at night 
of the same day, when he was picked up by 
a schooner from Boston, and carried into Bris- 
tol tomake his way home to his afflicted pa- 
rents. 

More than one half of the male population 
of Cape Cod are sailors, or men who during 
some period of their lives have been to sea. 

Chair of Columbus,—At the Orphans’ Fair 
in Baltimore, last week, an arm chair was ex- 
hibited, which was affirmed to have belonged 
to Christopher Columbus. Itis curiously fash- 
iqned, and evidently of great antiquity, and is 
said to have been obtained with great difficulty 
from the Carthedral of St. Domingo, the first 
church founded in the new world by Columbus 
in 1530. . 

A member of Congress in a letter to the ed- 
itor of the N. H. Republican says, that he 
thinks, by the first of February, the South Car- 
olina convention will again assemble and post- 
pone its violent measures, and that in the mean 
time such a reduction will be made. in the 
Tariff as will give the Union party a majerity 
in that state, and put an end to the present 
difficulties. 

From the Illinois Advocate. 

We learn from a communication in the Gal- 
enig ofthe 28th ult. from J. H. Kinzia, Sub- 
Agent of Indian Affairs at Fort Winnebago, 
that the 8 Winnebagoes who had been confined 
in the Black Hole at that Fort forthe murder 
committed at the Blue Mounds, have escaped. 
They effected their object by digging under 
the stone foundation with their knives, and 
ascended though the earth 7 or 8 feet outside 
the Fort. The proper chiefs have been noti- 
fied of the escape, and of the necessity of ma- 
king all the exertions in their power to secure 
them. 

The New Year commenced auspiciously for 
the good old custom of general visitations, as 
the rain poured down in torrents until nea S 
o’clock in the afternoon. But the gentlemen 
seemed scarcely to mind it. The ladies array- 
ed themselves for company as usual, and every 
vehicle that had wheels, was put in requisition 
for the day. It was therefore a very busy day, 
notwithstanding the storm. Towards night the 
clouds broke away, and the evening was one 
of bright moonlight. To-day the sun shines 
pleasantly, and the atmosphere has the mildness 
of April.— NV. Y. Spectator. 

Tribute of Respect.—We learn that a num- 
ber of the citizens of the Sixth Ward intend 
presenting to Robert H. Maclay, a piece of 
plate, as a testimony of the consideration in 
which they hold the very efficient professional 
services of that gentlemen during the existence 
of the Cholera, which prevailed in that Ward 
with great severity. The compliment is appro- 
priate and well deserved. —ib. 

Fire at Livonia.—The Presbyterian Church 
at Livonia, in the county of Livingston, with a 
dwelling house, store and goods, warehouse 
and shoe shop, were consumed on the evening 
of the 19th ult. The church cost about $7000, 
and the other damage was not less than $10,- 
000, of which only $3000 were insured. 

The way in which the swift expresses are 

managed, is as follows: Mounted riders are 
stationed at intervals of two miles. The doc- 
ument to be conveyed is attached to the end of 
a stick, which is put into the hand of the first - 
rider. Before the rider resigns his trust to 
another, he must be under way, that he may 
not be retarded by his stopping. He overtakes 
him therefore, and throws him the national mis- 
sile, which the new incambent catthes, and in 
vulgar parlanee, literally ‘“cufs stick.” —Salem 
eg. 
Vireira has appointed Watkins Leigh and 
Mr. Tazewell her Ambassadors to South Caro- 
lina. Mr. Tazewell is a thorough believer in 
the right of secession. Of Mr, Leigh we hope 
better.—ib ’ y 











Original Communications. 


For the Watchman, 
“Foaming out their own shame.” 

“Hear this, I pray you, that abhor judgment, 
and pervert all equity ; for ye have perverted the 
words of the living God,—of the Lord of hosts 
our God ;—as troops of robbers wait for a man, 
so the company of pries:s murder in the way by 
consent.” Scripture. 

We cut the following communication of a 
‘Pastor’ from a recent number of the ‘Philidel- 
phian.’ 








Christ Honoured by the Poor. 

**Not long since the Rev. John B. Pinney,who 
is appointed a missivnary to explore the interior 
of Centra! Africa, preached on the subject of 
the wrongs anddegradation of Africa in the Rev. 
Mr. *s congregation in this city, A ‘poor 
little black boy was present and listened to 
him with great attention and feeling, especially 
while hé was describing in a simple manner the 
situation of millions inthat country, and of mul- 
titudes of children who had never heard of the 
true God, and who never would hear, unless 
some one should be sent to preach the gospel to 
them. These persons, he said, even since a Sa- 
viour has been provided, must suffer forever, 
uuless some of the poor, who cannot defray their 
own expences, are sent to Africa; for the rich 
who could support themselves will not go. 
Moved by such considerations as these, the lit- 
tle black fellow ran home, and mustered one ten 
cent piece, one of six and quarter cents, and one 
cent, and brought the whole as an offering to the 
Lord; saying at the same time, seriously, that 
he begged Mr. Pinney would pray for him. 

A poor woman of the same congregation sent 
the next day thirteen cents for the same object. 
It was a contribution like that of the widow’s 
mite, of her penury, all the living that she had. 
These persons, however, wished to do good, ac- 
cording to their several ability, and since they 
gave cheerfully, it would have been cruel to have 
deprived them ofthe luxury of promoting the 
eause of Christ, by saying as some Universalists 
and Infidels would have us do in such cases, 
“take back your money: you are too poor to 
give any thing: none but the rich must support 
missions tothe heathen.” , 

But oh! what a lesson is here for rich profes- 
sors of the religion of Christ, who add house to 
house,andjbankjstock to bank stock, at the expense, 
of the everlasting life of men; and wallow in 
their wealth, feeding the lusts of the flesh, and 
the lusts ot the eye, and the pride of life, while 
millions of heathen are perishing for lack of vi- 
sion: and while many are willing, could they 
receive a bare support, to go into all the world 
and preach the gospel to every creature! “Go 
to now, ye rics men; weep and howl for the 
mi-eries that shall come upon you.—Your gold 
and silver is cankered; and the rust of them 
shall be a witness against you, and shall eat your 
flesh as it were fire.” Tie Pastor.” 

We have often expressed our disapprobation 
of the various begging measures which are put 
in requisition by the clergy of our beloved 
country ; and for this we have beeu pronounced 
infidels, and all the approbrious epithets applied 
to us, which the english vocabulary affords. 

We have been charged with beiug inimical to 
the proclamation of the gospel. among the hea- 
then. But we can assure every one, that this is 
yot the fact. We spurn the charge. It is a 
foul slander. We should be as happy to see all 
the heathen rejeicing in the hopes which the 
gospel affords,as any denomination. We should 
be as glad to see them made acquaiated with its 

sublime truths, as taught by Jesus Christ and 
his apostles, as amy. people possibly could be. 
All we are epposed to is, teaching the heathen, 
the traditions of men for the religion of Jesus, 
and robbing the widow and fatherless,te support 
the teachers of such traditions. With these re- 
marks, we proceéde to potice the above commu- 
nication. 

In this, we are taught, that unless some of the 

are sent to Africa, altho’ a “Saviour has 
heen provided,” the poor heathen “must suffer 
forever " Now ifthe poor heathen are made to 
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suffer forever, because of the neglect of christians, 
what do they deserve for disregarding a duty, 
involving such tremenduous consequences in re- 
lution to their fellow creatures? Do they not 
most richly merit a punishment, infinitely grea- 
ter, than those whw are made to err in conse- 
quence of their neglect? But we hear nothing 
of the danger to which such unfeeling wretches 
are exposed. We supposs they imagine, they 
arein none. But can those be sate who are the 
cause of plunging hundreds and thousands of 
their fellow men into hell? Can they do such 
infinite mischief with impunity ? If they can, 
justice and equity no longer reign in the court 
of heaven. 

But it seems, that the reflection that the poor 
heathen were in such a bad predicament, roused 
the benevolence of a Jittle negro boy, and a poor 
woman. “The little black fellow ran home, and 
mustered one ten cent piece, one of siz and a 
quarter cents, and one cent; and browght the 
whole as an offering to the Lord; saying at the 
same time, seriously,(?) that he begged Mr, 
Pinney would pray for him.” Most astonishing ! 
Scriously make such a request! “A poor wo- 
man sent the next day thirteen cents tor the same 
object.” 

And this man undertakes to justify himself, 
or his brother, in thus filclting the hard earnings 
of poverty, by saying “they gave cheerfully !’’ 
But the reader will judge how cheerfully that gift 
is bestowed, which is wrung from persuns, by 
the representation that thousands, and millions 
are daily sinking to hell because men du not 
give more money to save their souls. Who 
would not cheerfully give the last farthing they 
had in the world, yea even take the food from 
their mouths, and clothes from their backs, if 
they believed that thereby they could save one 
fellow from the immortal and ceaseless pains of 
hell? If they would hesitate to do this, their 
hearts must be harderthan the neither mill-stone. 
But because these persons gave cheerfully, does 
it in the least excuse those, who made them give 
thus cheerfully by their blasphemies, in recei- 
ving it at their hands? We doubt not, but that 
the very person, who received these sums of 
these persons, was better able ‘to pay ten, and 
perhaps an bundred, and may be a thousand 
dollars, than they one cent. And yet, they can 
not only receive these trifles, but publish their 
extortion to the world, and attempt to justify 
themséfves in doing thus. Now we appeal to 
the common sense of every one, to decide, if the 
sentinent put ‘into the mouth of “Universalists 
and infidels,”” is not a good one; and whether 
it would not have been an honour to this man, 
had he followed its advice. 

This pious correspondent then exclaims, “But 
oh! what a lesson is here for rich professors of 
the religion of (anti?)Christ, who add house to 
house, and bank-stoch to benkstock, at the ex- 
pense of the everlasting life of men.” What a 
lesson sure enough! A lesson for those socie- 
ties, which pretend to be embarked in the cause 
of saving souls, which have invested the mon- 
ey which they have extorted from the. widow 
and father less, in “bank stock at the expense of 
the everlasting life of men.” And although they 
have their thousands, which have been obtained 
in this way, in bank stoc# and in real estate, these 
same persons, have the impudence te reprove 
private individuals for holding such property ! 
If their own doctrine be true, what will become 
ef these blood-stained wretches, who deprive 
men of ‘everlasting life 1’ They ought to be 
the last persons to expect to inherit the joys of 
heaven. 

When we meet with such examples of extor- 
tien, as the above, we are often reminded of the 
language of the scriptures in relation to such 
conduct, some examples of which we present 
the reader. 


The wise man tells us that ‘“‘He that oppress- 
eth the poor, reproacheth his maker ;—but be 
that honoureth him, hath mercy..on the poor,” 
and yet we now have men, who profess to honor 
God, who take ten cent pieces, and six penny 
Hbits, and cents from the poor,—hitle black fellows 


and poor women, who perhaps deprive their chil- 





dren of bread thereby. 


Mart. V. 17—20. 





“He sitteth in the lurking-places of the villa- 


st 
ges, in the secret places doth he murder the im _ 


nocent ;—his eyes are privily set against the 
poor, He heth in wait secretly, as a lion ig 
his den;—he lieth in waitto catch the poor ;—he | 
doth eatch the , when he draweth him into 
his net.”+ “What mean ye, that ye beat my peo- 
ple in pieces, and grind the face of the poor? 
saith the Lord God of hosts.”{ “Oppress not 
the widow, nor the fatherless, the stranger, nor 
the poor.* And finally, our Lord tells us; what 
shall be the fate of those who rob the widow 
and fatherless under the pretence of serving 
God. “Wo unto youscribes and pharisees, hyp 
ocrites! for ye devour widows houses, and for 
a pretence make long prayers;—therefore ye, 
shall receive the Greater damnation.”5 
ALETHEI. 

tProv. 14. 81. $Ps. 10.8. 9. “Isa. 8. 15. Zech. 7. 

10. 5Math.-23. 14. 
SCRIPTURE ILLUSTRATION. 

“Think not that Lam come to de- 
stroy the law or.the prophete;—1 am not com® to des 
stroy, but to fulfil, For verily I say unto you, till 
heaven and earth pass, one jot or one title shallin ne 
wise pass from the law, till all be fulfilled. Wheseer- 
er therefore, shall break one of these least command- 
ments, and ghall teach men so, he shall be called the 
least in the kingdom of heaven;—but whosoever shall 
-do and teach them, the same shall be called great ia 
the kingdom ot heaven. For I say unto you, that ex~ 
cept your righteousness shall exceed the righteousness 
ot the Scribes and Pharisees, ye shall in no case en~ 
ter into the kingdom of heaven,’ 


Some time since, a friend requested an explar 


nation of this, and other passages of scripture, ~ 


to which we have not found an opportunity to’ 
attend, until now. The arduous duties in which 
we are engaged, we hope will bea sufficient a- 
pology for this delay. 

It will be recollected, that this passage, con 
stitues a part ofthe sermon of our Lord on the 
mount, and that it was addressed to his immedi- 
ate disciples. And in this part ofhis sermon, it 
is evident that he was giving directions to hie 
disciples, concerning the characters, which they 
ought to sustain, as preachers of the gospel and 
pointing out the error into whieh it appears 
some had fallen, viz. that he had not come to 
destroy, or set aside the law—that he came to 
absolve all men from all obligation tu live in ae 
cordance with the requirements of the moral in 
stitutions of Moses and the prophets. Henee, 
he says, “Think not that lam come to destroy, 
katalusai, dissolve, the law and prophets;—I am 


not come katalusai, to dissolve, but to fulfil. It 


was the object of Jesus, net to dissolve the moral 
precepts of the Jaw and prophets, or what wes 
callthe Old Testament, but to fulfil, plerosai, to 
complete the law, by introducing the gospel, of 
which the law was but a shadow and regulating 
his iife by its precepts; thus shewing us by bis, 
example, how we should conduct ourselves. 

Not even the smallest of the moral require’ 
ments, or prophetick promises of the law and 
prophets were to be removed, or men absolved 
from obedience to them, ‘tillall be fulfilled, gen 
etai, accomplished, or answers the end for whieh 
they were instituted. Those who sball break, 
luse, annul, even the least of these “commandé 
ments, and teach men go, he shall be called the 
least in the kingdom of heaven,” i. ¢. his partin 
the joys, the consoletions, and the salvation whieh», 
arises from a heart-felt aduption of the gospel, 
and a careful observance of its requirements,’ 
sbali be small. 3 

The phrase kingdom of heaven, and kingdom of 
God, mean the same thing, viz: the dispensation 


of infinite mercy, and manifestation of eternal 
truth, by Jesus Christ;—producing the tree 
knowledge of God, accompanied with that wor- 
ship which 1s pure and holy, worthy of that God 
who is its institutor and its object.”. So munch 
from Dr, A. Clark. See Com. on Matt. iii, 2. 

Again, our Lord continues, “Except your 
righteousness shall exceed the righteousness of 
the Sribes and Pharisees, ye shall in ne case 
ter into the kingdom of heaven.” Kingdom of 
hedven, here signifies the same as above, inge- 
much asthe apostle declares, it ‘isnot meat and 
drink, but righteousness, peace, ancl joy in the ha~ 
ly spirit.” : 

And we are of opinion, that our Lord did 
intend to be understood to intimate by the ward 














i i le i ee ee 








, 
- 


oem: aks 


La 





Pipe LA 





— 


7 





SA 


* 


Pp 


I 


12 


TY} SReans ERT SOT 


an SO me ee ew ey 




















y perisseuse, translated exceed, that we ought lo have 
a greater abundance of the kind of righteousness 
possessed by the Scribes and Pharisees, but that 
we ought to possess a more excellent kind or qual- 
ity of righteousness than they, viz. moral purity. 
Thisis obvious from the fact, that this kind of 
righteousness they did not pussess. Their right- 
eousness consisted in performing outward reli- 
gious forms and ceremonies, while they neglec- 
ted to practice the more important matters of the 
law. Hence, the obvious meaning of this pas- 
sage is, that unless our good works were of a 
more excellent quality, and proceeded from more 
monet motives than those of the phariseess, we 
could in no case enter into the enjoyment of the 
religion of the Lord Jesus Christ—become his 
disciple or scholar. Such we believe the true 
meaning of this portion of sacred writ. 

How important then, that we should be aware 
of annulling, or seting aside any of the laws of 
God, and that we strive to acquire that more 
excellent goodness,—that purity of life, affec- 
tions, and heart, required by the religion of Je- 
sos. Christ, instead of that gooduess which con- 
sists merely in the outward forms of religion. 
And above all, we would caution our readers a- 
gainst that destructive opinion, that all goodness 
is worthless, but the substituted goodness of 
Christ—the goodness of Christ accredited to men. 

If the bible is a revelation, or its language has 
any meaning, this doctrine is not true. If this 
doctrine was a doctrine of the bible, why are 
men therein urged to maintain purity of life and 
character, and avoid all those practices which 
disgrace human nature, and degrades men be- 
neath the brutes—why all this if the bible taught 
that good works, moral excellence and purity, 
were worthless ? 

It isone ofthe plainest truths of revelation, 
that in order to enjoy that satisfaction, which the 
gospel effords, we must possess personal right- 
eousness, every man for himself, and that until 
such is our character—until we are personally 
righteous—morally good—governed in all our 
conduct by love, we cannot enter the kingdom 
of heaven, whether we understand by it, the joys 
and consolations of the gospel in this life, or the 
mansions of rest, in a world beyond the confines 
of time. ' D. F. 








From the Universalist. 
On forming an Opinion of Ourselves and Others. 

It was thought necessary by the great Apos- 
tle of the Gentiles, to caution his brethren at 
Rome against thinking more highly of them- 
selves than they ought to think, and to exhort 
tiem t@think soberly, accordingly as God had 
given them the measure of faith. And this sug- 
gests the idea, that our charity towards others 
should increase in a ratio with our knowledge of 
divine things, and that our faith should always 
be accompanied with humility, and‘ with a be- 
coming degree of self-abasement. 

Self-esteem, when it springs from a conscious- 
ness of having discharged our duty according to 
the best of our understanding and sense of obli- 
gation,is far from meriting reprehension. When 
moderately indulged, it may assist usin our ef- 
furts to obtain the objects ofa laudable ambition, 
and induce us to make renewed exertions in a 
praiseworthy undertaking. A man may lawful- 
ly and safely think just as well of himself as he 

ht—but there he should stop; he may not 
think better of himself, nor+worse of others, than 


he ought to think. 


In judging of our own conduct, motives, and 
feglings, it is always unsafe to allow ourselves 
the liberty of selecting &0m the mas# of man- 
kind certain individuals, and then to form our 
opinion of ourselves by. the standard of their 
merits or demerits. We ought rather to bring 
pur hearts and feelings to the standard of God’s 
grace, and measure our morals aed qualifications 
by the kindness of Heavea'siotentions and the 
superabundaace of his goodness. And more— 
in forming an opinion ef the meritorieusness of 
the thoughts, attainments and actions ofour fel- 

creatures, we should, it is believed, make 
suitable allowances for their want of opportuni- 
teste improve; for the inaccuracies of their 


@reeds ; and, indeed, for all the unfavorable cir- 















cumstances which may have exerted ap influence 
upon their minds, or their conduct, “And, should 
we so far extend our investigations as to attempt 
a comparison of the characters of others with 
the standard of rectitude furni8hed in the wis- 
dom, grace, and goodness of God, we should 
make due allowances of our own want of abili- 
ty to weigh and understand their motives; for 
dissimilarities in the nataral dispositions of 
mankind: for every thing thet can be urged in 
extenuation of the faults we may discover, or ex- 
cuse the absence of those virtues and graces 
of which we may imagine ourselves possessed. 

If desirous of adopting the apostolical rule of 
judging, the first thing to be done is, to engage 
in the work of self-examination with christian 
sobriety. As you desire toavoid deing yourself, 
or any others injustice, begin and carry on this 
work, as if you were insoberearnest. Bring up 
before you all the imperfections of your nature 
—not that you may find in. them an excuse for 
doing wrong, but that you may know yourself ; 
then scrutinize the motives by: which you have 
been actuated, in those instances in which you 
imagine that you have deserved sume credit— 
then consider the circumstances, under the in- 
fluence of which you have acted, that you may 
know how to excuse, and in what respects to 
justify yourself. Let all this be done soberly, 
and I will venture to predict a favorable, if not a 
satisfactory result. 

But it is, in the second place, of importance, 
that, in. forming an opinion of ourselves, we 
should take into account the nature of the faith 
which has been cherished in our hearts, and the 
tendency it has had, in giving direction to our 
conduct. 

It may be well for us to inquire, whether we 
are not indebted to uur religious belief, for many 
incentives to exertion—whether, indeed, if we 
had believed asothers have believed, we should 
not have done, eithe: better, oryworse, than oth- 
ers ;—and whether we ought not, in making an 
estimate of our good and bad qualities, to impute 
more to the salutary influence of correct opinions 
than we have generaily done. 

And it is still more rmportant, that we should 
bring our conduct, our rules of action, our mo- 
tives, and our very thoughts, to the pattern of 
holiness with which we are furnished in the 
grace of God—that grace which bringeth salva- 
tion. And if we do . this, there will be but little 
danger of our thinking more highly of ourselves 
than we ought. . 

For, in the grace of God we have the fruits 
of all the moral perfections of Deity—in that we 
find such proofs of divine goodness; such dis- 
plays of infinite love ; so much disinterestedness ; 
so much kindness, and forbearance ; so much of 
the spirit of forgiveness; such strong assuran- 
ces of everlesting protection, that ifwe have ev- 
er had an tinworthy thought in our minds, or 
have ever been betrayed into a sinful or una- 
miable action, we must take shame to ourselves, 


confess our unworthiness, and, putting our hands 
upon eur mouths, and odr mouths in the dust, 





ery unclean, unclean. 

How few there are, who live up to the re- 
quirements of infinite and impartial grace! Re- 
quirements, did 1 say? Yes requirements; for, 
although grace is a term expressive of free, un- 
merited favor, it silently, but impressively, en- 
jeins it upon us, to be active ‘in every good work.’ 
It sprends out, through earth and heaven, the 
endearing testimonials of impartial kindness, be- 
stows its blessings upon all, supplies the wants 
of every living thing, and whispers—'G@o and do 
likewise.’ 

kk must, therefore, be a strange and unaccoun- 
table infatuatien, that leads some persons to 
think more highly of themselves than they ought 
to think, while conversant with the grace of God. 
This grace never made a hypocrite; it never 
fostered a supercilious disposition ; it never in- 
cliaed an individual to say to his fellow sinner, 
*Sland by, come not near me, [am holier than 
theu ;’ it neverinflated the human heart with 
pride ; it never allowed the recipients of it, to 
think more highly of themselves than they ought 
to think. 





Second :—The same rules of judging should 
















be observed, whenever we form an opinion of 
the merits or demerits of others ; and are the on- 
ly correct criteria. 

We should judge of the conduct of others with 
christian sobriety—-avoiding all preezpitancy, 
partiality,and uncharitableness. We should take 
into consideration their errors of opinion and 
make due allowances for their want of informa- 
tion; and as before observe, we should make 
due allowance for all their natural and unavoid- 
able imperfections. And especially, should we 
take into the account, their limited conceptions 
of the grace of God. 

Attention to these things, I humbly apprehend, 
would increase ourcharity. For it is surprising 
how much may be found to paliate the offences, 
and extenuate the faults, of our fellow-creatures. 

Bat uchapily,,.mankind have been much more 
industrious in aggravating, than they have in ez- 
tenuating the criminality of their fellow-creatures. 
Indeed, it has come to that, that proféssing 
christians have invented a kind of counterfeit 
piety—a_piety that consists of deseanting upon 
the faults of others, that they may hide the im- 
perfections of theirown conduct. And hence, it « 
is imagined, by some, to be quite becoming— 
the very perfection of religious refinement, to 
detect and expose the faults of their neighbors ; 
—asifthe measures of grace bestowed upon 
them, would be filled up, and made to run over, 
by mixing up their own prayers, and deeds of 
holiness, the sins and follies of others. 

This reprehensible error wen carried to ex- 
tremes, begins with a general condemnation of 
the whole human race; and then, like the form 
of excommunication adopted by our catholie 
brethren, extends to the most 1emote extremities 
of untortunate humanity. It is not enough that 
they anathematize the head and progenitor of our 
race; they must extend the blighting maledie- 
tion to the Jast of his posterity. It is not enough 
that they affirm that man is totally depraved— 
incapable of thinking a good thought, or doing a 
good action ; they must proceed to find fault with 
him for cong wrong, when he had not the pow- 
er to do right. 

I submit it for the consideration of the reader, 
whether that depravity, which has been entailed 
upon us without our knowledge or consent, ought 
not to serve as an apology for the wickedness of 
the unconverted ; since it places them in an ex- 
tremely unfortunate condition; and whether 
those who have been miraculously saved from its 
baleful influence, ought not to be charitable in 
proportion to the grace which has been bestowed 
upon them. 

But, aside from any concideration of this sort, 
(which may be somewhat prob!ematical,) there 
are a thousand reasons—good and substantial 
ones—why religious people should be exceeding- 
ly charitable towards each otber, and extremely 
careful in their endeavors to discover their own 


imperfections und faults. I have only time te 
mention a few of them. 

One reason, which should induce us to do thus 
is this, it would conduce, directly, to the improve- 
ment of the mind and morals of each individual, 
The fact is, we derive little if any advantage 
from animadverting upon the faults of others. 
It too frequently happens, that the misconduet 
of another, instead of being regarded asa wary 
ing, becomes to us an ezample. So that we are 
never so safe as when engaged in the contem- 
plation of virtue—we are never in greater dam- 
ger than when employed in speculations upos 
vices detected in the conduct of others. For, im 
wll such cases, we necessarily judge from ow 
ward appearances ; and vice, when disconnee- 
ted with its consequences, not unfrequently be- 
guiles the unwary intoits toils. 

Our safety, therefore, depends upon our leak. 
ing carefully into our own hearts, and scrutini- 
zing our own mutives and aetions, For then, if 
we detect a lurking evil, or find a vicious prs. 


pensity, we sball not only see the thing as it re 
ally is, but shall be able to connect with it those 
consequences, which will be likely to incline us 
to avoid whatever our judgments condemn. 

. But itjs chiefly desirable thatjwe should pu,- 
sue the course which has been recommended, 
on account af certain benefits which society 










would derive from it: 

It is a solemn truth, that there is, in commu- 
nity at large, a deplorable destitution of chris- 
tian charity. Why tt is;we may not be able to 
tell, but certain lam, that it has become ton 
much a custom with professors, of different de- 
nominations, to think unkindly, and speak dis- 
respectfully of one another. There are but very 
Jae if any who havetrred by being too charita- 


I have said that this1s a deplorable state of 
things—and it is so. For a worse can hardly 
be conceived of, than that in which a community 
is involved, when people can agree in nothing 
else than in reciprocally finding fault with one 
another, and impeaching the motives uf all who 
differ with them in their opinions. Of al] the 
evils in the moral world, this is the worst ;— 
for when people think it a redligious duty \o find 
fault, and be uncharitable, we may adopt the 

. language of an inspired writer, and exclaim— 
‘ These be the days of vengeance.’ 

I trustit will not be thought disrespectful in 
me to say, that this faalt-finding spirit prevails 
quite too extensively among the religious denom- 
inations in thiscommunity. It not only vents 
its call and bitterness in discriminate accusations 
against whole societies and churches—and the 
doctrines maintained by them ; but it descends 
to personalities—institutes a kind of inquisition— 
makes invidious distinctions, and comparisons 
—and assails the reputations of individuals, as if 
salvation depended upon magnifying the faults, 
and hiding the virtues of every opponent. And 
these evils may all be traced to the habit which 
people have got into, of thinking more highly 
of themselves than they ought to think; and it 
will afford great satisfaction te all those who 
are tired of this state of things, to find that these 
very hasty and imperfect remarks, shall have a 
tendency to effect a change for the better, in this 
community, in this respect. 

I beg leave to recommend the adoption of an 
apostolical rule of judging, with this expres* con- 
dition—viz.—let each individual decide for him- 
self, as respects the measure of faith which God 
has given him. That is to say; let the very 
good opinion which each one has formed of his 
ow crced, instead of execiting acrimonious feel- 
ings, incline him to commiserate,the misfortunes 
of his neighbors; and, while boasting of the 
good practical tendency of his religion, let him 
manifest, by his coniuct, the correctness, and u- 
tility of his faith. 

This suggestion is made with a view of exci- 
ting a noble emulation among the different de- 
nominations. It is hoped that all will be led 
to realize the importance of being more charita- 
ble, than the generality of the christian frater- 
nity has been ; and, it is believed, that the good 
sense of the public, will, ere Jong, require, that 
professors shall show their faith by their works. 

And, in making a direct application of our 
subject, it may be observed, that there are two 
religious parties in this community—the first of 
these is composed of believers in the salvation of 
a part,—and the other is composed of those who 
believe in the final salvation of all. 

Here, then, is opened a field of competition— 
let there be a fair trial, to see which are most 
charitable. If our neighbors think that their 
faith is the best, let them prove its superiority 
by reducing it to: practice. While congratula- 
ting themselves upon having been favored with 
extraordinary manifestations of grace: let them 
learn to pity, (not to despise) those who have 
not-been so highly favored. While they speak 
in glowing terms of the efficacy of their protrac- 
ted exertions of the salvation for their friends 
and neighbors, Jet them remember that multi- 
tudes are now waiting, tosee whether they will 
become any more liberal, charitable, and for- 
givieg than they were before ; and that the world 
will not be evangelized by their protestations of 
regard for its welfare, unless corresponding 
fruits are made manifest. If, therefore, they 
think highly of themselves, as the favored and 
peculiar people of God, let them inquire who 
maketh them to differ from others? Andwhile 
they confess that ‘by the grace of God they are 
what they are,’ let them remember that grace 








never justifies intolerance. 
But, be the conduct of others as it may, this 
is certain—every liberal christian is bound by 
the faith he cherishes, and by the hopes which 
his belief enables him to entertain, to exemplify 
his liberality by a forgiving and charitable course 
of conduct, 

He is bound to think that others are as sin- 
cere. as himself— and to make allowances for 
those imperfections which may be discovered in 
their creeds, and conceptions of the grace of 
God. And it should be an abiding conviction of 
his mind, that people labor under a great many 
disadvantages, so long as they feel in duty bound 
to exclude any part of mavkind from the ben- 
efits of that grace and love, which were  dis- 
played im Jesus Christ. 

And, finally—living in the world whose sur- 
face is peopled with intelligent beings, no two 
of whom are alike—educated differently—con- 
stituted unlike each other, from necessity—and 
pursuing different objects from choice, it would 
seem to be the most important of all duties, for 
each one to put on charity. 

Or should we confine our thoughts, for a mo- 
ment, to the little circle in which we are to move 
for a little while, it will appear, (as it really is) 
of the first importance, that we should be on our 
guard against thinking better of ourselves than 
wefought to think, and as well of others as possi- 
ble. And, in view of our own imperfections, I 
know not how wecan excuse ourselves from 
what may be a pleasurable employment—thet 
of being charitable, without adding another to 
the already long list of our own imperfections 
and frai'ties. 

Let every one think of these things soberly, 
according as God hath dealt to every man the 
measures of faith, aud the influence of his grace. 

L. S. E. 


Ce WATCEHUWAN, 
__ Woodstock, January 12, 1833. 


RELIGION, 


“Religion, what treasures untold 
Reside in that heavenly word ;— 
More precious than silver or gold, 
Or all that this earth can afford.” 


Religion, like most other blessings, which our heay- 
ly Father has bestowed upon us, by men, has been 
strangely perverted from its original purpose. The ob- 
ject of religion appears, origina lly to have been, to ame- 
liorate the present condjtion of man—to preserve him in 
his primitive state of purity and happiness, and when 
he had departed therefrom, to reclaim and restore him. 
This appears to have been the primitive design of reli- 
gion. But how strangely has it been perverted from 
this purpose! Men, instead of using it for such an end, 
have made it subservient to their designs of self-ag- 
grandizement, and to obtain unlimited control of the 
minds, and consequently of the persons of their fellow 
men. 

Pure, and benevolent, and lovely as is the religion of 
Jesus Christ, it has been; and even now, is supposed by 
many, to be chiefly valuable, for its informing mea how 
they may, and enabling them to escape the punishment, 
which the judge of all the earth, has seen fit to annex to 
this law, for sin and disobedience, instead of being de- 
signed to lead men from sin, and thereby rendering this 
life a scene of pecae and joy. In this way, the religion 
of Jesus, is made merely a scheme, by which, to cheat 
disine justice out of its demand, which, surely, repre- 
sents it ina light, far from its original, and makes it ap- 
pear in a most insignificant and unworthy view. But, 
for our own part, we consider religion in a very differ- 
ent light, We think, it was designed to benefit us in 
our present life, by inspiring us with the most exalted 
hopes, purifying our lives and affections—making us 
good husbands and wives, fathers and mothers, brothers 
and sisters, companions and neighbors and citizens. 
And, if it does not answer this end, it ‘does not effect 
what was its original design, and is worthless so far as 
it concerns society. Pure and undefiled religion is com- 
pletely calculated to make us what God designed, and 
nature is capable of becoming. It is calculated to make 
us kind, and benevolent to. all around us—to fit us to 
live as. becomes rational beings; and in preparing us to 
live well, it prepares us to die, and at that hour enables 
us to look back upon lives devoted to that which adorns 
human nature, and derive comfort from it, and to look 
beyond the confines of the tomb with hopes big with im- 

















mortality. F. 


HOPE. u 
“ human breast;— . ~ 
Seaman rays har be blessed.” | 
It seems tous, thatthere is no more conclusive evi- — 
his works, than is afforded in the constitution of man—ef 
the faculties of both body and mind. When we reflect. 
upon our bodies, and behold how completely every part 
is adapted to its peculiar functions, and upon the mind, © 
and consider its various faculties, we cannot but exclaim 
with the Psalmist, “how excellent is thy loving-kind-_ 
ness, O God!” And of all the faculties of the human 
mind, we think, there is none that exhibits more indu- 
our happiness, than that of ever being enabled to view 
some good in prospect, for which we may yenture ,to 
hope. When we reflect upon the sum of happiness, 
which results to mankind from this single faculty, we 
are filled with ‘wonder, love and praise’—our soul is 
filled with devotion, and our breast involuntarily swells 
with gratitude. When we reflect what would have 
been our state, but for this faculty, then it is, that we 
perceive the greatness of that goodness, which was the 
author and bestower of it. But for this faculty, how 
miserable should we have been! Without this, we 
could pot bear to live—despair would drive us to self- 
destruction, Were our minds constantly beclouded by 
despair, our life would be but one continued series of 
miseries! ‘Not one moment of comfort should we ever 
experience. But how different from this is our present 
state! New, are we suffering from disease ? we hope 
a time will speedily arrive, when we shall be restored to 
the possession of health, with all its attendant blessings. 
Are we in distress? we anticipate a time, when we shall 
be relieved. Are we laboring under any embarrase- 
ment? we hope for deliverance. 
the pinchings of poverty ? we anticipate a more propi- 
tious period. Now, what greater blessing could we en- 
joy under such circumstances, than this ? and yet, how 
ungrateful are men. They will not own they have 
been blessed, unless the blessing comes up fully to their 
extravagant anticipation, and hardly then. -In fact, 
they are always anticipating blessings, but never think- 
ing they possess them. 

But there is another part of this subject, which is 
worthy of the deepest consideration. The Deity has 
not only enabled us to hope for the things of this life, 
but he has inspired us with higher hopes. He has ena- 
bled us to hope even in the hoar of dissolution—when 
we are breathing out our life! Then he inspires us 
with a hope of a future life of happiness, unless our 
minds have been perverted by the unhallowed influence 
of a dark and gloomy superstition. This hope is as uni- 
versal as are the attributes of the human mind. No na- 
tion is so rude, and-so far sunk in the scale of being, that 
they hope not for another and better life. When we re- 
flect, that to man alone this consolation is vouchsafed, 
and that it is him alone who needs it, we must fog! con- 
vinced that the author ef our existence is benevolence 
itself. The brute creation need it not. They live, and 
know not that they must die, until they are gone. But 
man is endowed with such faculties, that he cannot a- 
void a knowledge of this fact—he cannot but know that 
he must sooner or later die. But how much benevo- 
lence is displayed in the imparting this knowledge! 

“To each unthinking being, Heaven a friend, 
Givesnot the useless knowledge of its end ;— 

To man imparts it; but with such a view 

As, while he dreads it, makes him hope it too ;—- 
The hour concealed, and so remote the fear, 
Death still draws nearer, never seeming near.” 

When we reflect upon this subject, and consider the 
situation of all created beings, and how completely the 
knowledge of every being, is adapted to the sphere ° 
which it was designed to fill, and last of all, observe the 
situation in which man is placed, and the various powers 
and faculties with witich hs is endued; and perceive ia 
what a view death, that grim monster is presented to 
our view, our heart overflows with love and gratitude to 
the author ofour being. We can, from our heart ex- 
claim with th®Poet:— 

‘Great standing miracle! that Heaven assign’d 
Its only thinking thing this turn of mind.” 


ETERNAL SON. 
From whence the trinitarian clergy derived this phrase 
we know not; and it matters not, since it is certain that 
it was not derived from the bible. But come from 
whence it might, it isa most'absurd and unmeaning one. 
The word Son, of necessity supposes derivation of being 
—this idea is inseperable from it—is what first strikes 
the mind on hearing the word spoken. And it further 
necessarily supposes, that the person to whom it is ap- 
plied, began to exist posterior to the being called his fa- 
ther. Now if the existence of Jesus Christ was coeval 


F. 











bitable evidence of the tender care of our Father, for — 
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dence of the goodness of our God and Father, in any of pither 
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“Hpit that of Jehovah, eternal, who is stiled his Father, 


Watchman, Repository and Chroni¢ 











eam he be his son? Surely not, because a son must be- 
gin to exist posterior to the commencement of that of his 
fither. Hence, if Jehovah did not exist, anterior to Je- 

gs Christ, he cannet be his Father; and consequently, 
jesus is not his son; and hence it follows that the phrase 
dernal Son, isa contradiction in terms. . Therefore, 
ge of two things is true; either Christ began to exist 
posterior to to God, his Father, or he is not a son, accor- 
ding to the scriptures; or, ifhe is an eternal Son, Jeho- 
yah, his Father’s existence, must have been prior to eter- 
sity, Which is an utter impossibility. When we reflect 
upon these things, we are utterly astonished at the pal- 
padle absurdities which are adopted as religious truth, 
and wonder how any one can assent to such unmeaning 
phrasiology. F, 





Temperance. 

Universalists are frequently charged, with being as a 
body, opposed to the cause of temperance, by their ad- 
yersaries, and this charge is reiterated time after time, 
when those who do it, cannot but know, that it is whol- 
ly and totally false. This accusation has often been de- 
nied, but still we find it made a constsnt subject of re- 
proach by some of our enemies. 
In this article, it is our intention to mention a few facts 
in relation to this subject, and shew what we oppose, 
and what we do not. Many of our periodicals have spo- 
ken against Temperance Societies, not because of the 
professed object of them, for this all approved, but be- 
cause they were perverted to other purposes than the 
professed one. It isa fact, which must be known to ev- 
ery intelligent person,who is in the least acquainted with 
the history of their societies, that agreat portion of them, 
have been used as instruments. by which to promote the 
interests of some sectarian patty, instead of those of the 
whole community. This is what we for ourselves have 
spoken against, and presume others have had {the sam® 
in view, but they must speak for themselves, as we shal 
for ourselves. “ 

But while we have spoken, it was not against temper- 
ance. This we have always advocated—temperance in 
all things. We now are and always have been friend- 
ly to temperance sociaties, if they were propperly man- 
aged—not made engines for the promotion of some sec- 
tarian schemes. 

Hence it will be pereeived, that it is not temperance, 
or temperance societies which we have or do oppose, but 
the abuse ofthem. Iftemperance societies are not got 
up for, or perverted to party purposes, we wish them 
well, and continue to do, as we always have done, 
exert all our influence, though it be small, in promotion 
dtheir interests. 

Such being our views and feelings on this subject, 
ve now proceed to state certain facts, with which we 
suppose the great body of the community are unacquain- 
ted, particularly those of a different religious belief from 
urselves. The first is this; that the General Copven- 
tion of Universalists, was the first religions body, which 
passed resolutions in favor of this cause. Now how 
does this appear ?—as if we, as a body, were opposed to 
this cause ? or are indifferent to it? Let the common 
sense of every one answer. 

But again. Inthe greatest number of instances, so 
far as we are acquainted, Universalists are the leaders 
in Independant tempetance societies, and have te watch 
orer and reprove Orthodox church members for break- 
ing the rules of such societies. Ifany of our neighbors 
wish us to name instances where Universalists have had 
to call up church members for selling ardent spirit in vi- 
dation of their voluntary promise, and where Universa- 
lists have talked and argued to induce Orthodox people 
toquit the traffick in that article, we can comply with 
their wish. But dy this, we would mot boast of the pu- 


tity of our ranks fin this respect, for Heaven knows, 
there. are enough in our ranks whe love their cups, and 


these would be too many ‘if there was but one.—F. 


Expositor and Review. 

The first number of the first volume,'new series of 
this work, has heen received by us, and 1s filled with 
valuable and interesting matter. This work is publish- 
ed once in two months, contatning seventy two pages 
octavo, on fine paper, new type, stitched in printed coy- 
ers, at two dollars per annum, payable on the delivery 
{the second aumber. It isedited by our well knowa 


and talented Br, H. Ballou 2d, and is what we, asa de- 
temination, very much need. We are gratified with its 








teappearance, and hopo the proprietors will meet with 
that encouragement, which their zeal merits. To those 
acquainted with the former volumes of this work, we 
need say nothing in its commendation, as its merits are 
Well known. 

ip another part of todays paper will be found the ta- 


ble of contents, Ifany of our friends should desire 
subscribe for such a work, we snould be pleased to fo 
ward their names. F. 





Dr. Murdock’s Mosheim. 

A new translation of Mosheim’s Eclesiastical Histo 
by Dr. Murdock, has been published in three Volum 
with notes by the translator. The translator has adhe 
ed closely to the Latin original, and is considered 
superior to the translation of Maclam. The editor of 
Presbyterian says, it contains “‘so much learing in { 
notes, that no scholar should hesitate a moment in giv 
it the preference to any edition of Mosheim which is 
tant,” ‘ 


N. B. 
Weare requested to inform the Universalist pub 
that in compliance with a request from the Society 
Montpelier, the Society in Barre have consented th 
the meeting which was to have been held in the lat¢ 
place for the purpose of organizing a State Conventic 
will be holden at the State House in Montpelier, on t 
third Wednesday and Thursday in January. Itise 
pected that Br. J. M. Austin will be ordained on th 
occasion. Our ministering brethren will bear this 
mind, and govern themselves accordingly. 


“One thing is needful.” 

The following extract, presents religion ‘pure and 
defiled’ as the one thing needful,ina place, where 
fear but Ittle, comparatively, is practiced, viz. in 
tamily circle. It is but seldom, that mankind look 
this place to discover whether their fellow men are ty 
religious. It seems perfectly to satisfy the most of 
ple, as to the justice of a persons claim. to the posse 
of ‘pureand undefiled religion before our God and F 
er,’ if such persons can relate what is termed a ‘ 
experience,’ and are careful to perform the outward 
of religion. But in our humble opinion, the famil 
cle is the place, where we can best determine how n 
religion atlyone may possess. When seated infhis fa 
surrounded by none but the members of his own hé 
hold, we see the. man as he truly is—here he doe 
appear under a mask—it is laid aside. If we see 
here, we may decide as to his religious character 
yond a doubt—heyond the pessibility of mistake.—F. 


“Religion is the one thing needful to render 
domestic life a scene of uninterrupted enjoyment, 
Marriage was designed: by our heavenly Father 
to be a source of the most perfect temporal hap- 
piness ; and when the religion of Jesus exerts its 
governing and sanctifying influence on the heart 
and life, and causes the wedded pair to cultivate 
mutual friendship and affection ; tobe uniformly 
kind and obliging, accommodating and forbear- 
ing, charitable and forgiving, patient and conten- 
ted and chéerful, and truly devoted to the promo- 
tion of each others welfare, this benevolent de- 
sign is answered and this purest of earthly felici- 
ty is secured. But when this is not the case, as 
sometimes happens; when those are united who 
have no correct knowledge of each other’s char- 
acters; whose tastes and habits and dispositio# 
are unlike, and over whose feelings and passions 
and conduct, christian principles exercise no 
controling power,—the wise plan of providence 
is frustrated. Thence arises those complaints 
and criminations, that unkind treatment and 
alienation of affection, which render this connex- 
ion a state of contention and discord and misery. 
Bat this is not all. The example. of parents 
is ever watched and imitated by their children. 
And if they habitually disregard the injunctions 
of the gospel; ifthe words of profaneneés and 
falsehood and passion often fall from their lips ; 
if the trifles of earth, the failings of acquaintan- 
ces, the tales of passing scandal, the means and 
measures for acquiring popularity and wealth, 
and the follies and fashions and amusements of 








tion; ifthe supply of animal wants, and the 
gratification of vain desires, and the promotion 
of temporal aggrandizement are made the prin- 
cipal objects of attention and pursuit; if no de- 
cided respect is shown for undeviating rectitude 
and moral gnodneee; if the word and ordinances 
of God are slighted, and they attend the sanctu- 
ary only in compliance with fashion or habit or 
a love of excitement and display ; if the christian 
instruction of their children is neglected; if the 
good seeds of virtue and piety are never implan- 
ted in their tender minds; if the pernicious weeds 


gay life constitute the chief subjects of conversa-|~ 

























































this we 
ing, and upo 
truly essential to 
of their existence; 1 
that the religion of Jest 
peace, usefulness, respectab 
salvation, and that God is their 
perfect, unfailing friend and Fathé™ 
ucated by precept and example, they v 
pared for the evils that are in the world, 
though they may leave the happy scenes of infé 
cy and childhood with regret, they will soon se- 
cure the esteem of all who know them. They 
will be blessings to their friends and ornaments 
to socicty. And should they be greatly exposed 
to the iufluence of corrupting example, in the 
moment of strong temptation, if their early im- 
pressions, their yirtuous habits, their christian 
principles will pot save them from ruin, there is 
good Lope that they will be saved by a remem- 
brance of a virtuous home ; by th® recollection 
ofa brother’s effectionate warnings, a father’s 
agitated countenance, a sister’s earnest entreat- 
ies,a fond mother’s tears. If then you would 
have uninturrupted happiness in your family cir- 
cle, you must cherish religion on the domestic 
altar. Her heavenly influence must purify your 
motives, refine your feelings, mould your dispo- 
sitions, elevate your affections, dignify your con- 
versation and direct your conduct.. Then will 
you have felicity in your own bosoms, and the 
sume blessing will rest upon your depeadants 
and children.”— Whit. Vill. Sermons. 
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of vice and ungoverned passions are suffered ta 
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and 
a sig- 
m forward and 
e which burned 
Mtrange, table-formed 
* on which a naked human 
Fand extended, In front of 
sat upon the ground, with his 
f behind him, and his feet fastened to 
, close to the scorching embers of the 



















































At once I knew that I was in the place of 
torture, and I braced my neryes to whatever 
might befall me. It was no unnecessary task, 
for the sight was one of no ordinary nature, I 
knew not then that I was merely doomed to be 
@ passive witness in the scene about to’@fisue, 
and I know not now whether I would not, in 
reality, have preferred being an active sufferer 
mm it, 

No. 1—Tue Torture sy water.—A few 
words may convey a faint idea, but nolanguagé 
can fully describe the fearful, horror of. the 
scene. The nostrils of the unfortunate and 
helpless wretch, who lay. extended. upon the 
table, were stuffed with a thick impervious 
composition ef paste. A narrow filter was in- 
serted in his mouth, through which . quantities 
of water were poured. Thus, at every breath 
the sufferer drew, he was forced to swallow his 
mouthful of water, till at. last his swollen stom- 
ach and heaving breast showed the extent of 
the torture he endured. He «struggled: fear- 
fully to escape from his bondage, but his strug- 
gles were of no avail, except to increase the 
pangs he suffered. Natur length, seemed 
to be well nigh exhausted, and then these dia- 
bolical operations were suspend@@ for a moment 
and the sufferer was asked if he would eonfess 
his crime. He could not speak, but.with the 
little strength he had remaining, he shook his 
head, and clenched. his hand, darted upon his 
tormenters a look of haired and defiance. In- 
stantly the torture was again. put in ferce,— 
Flask after flask of water was poured dowe'the 
sofferer’s throat to force him to corifess a 
erime of which perhaps he was as innocent as 
the unborn babe. This was the mercy of the 
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aquisition—this was the sight on which the 
ieee ofthat tribunal Joved to gloat their 
yes—‘‘More—more still—give. Sis more, 
"twill quench the burning fever of his 
eins.” » 
Meawure after measure was then forced down 
he wretch’s throat—mouthful after mouthful 
p was compelled to swallow, till, at last it 
pcome apparent that his swollen frame gould 
arcely contain more. His throes and strug- 
es were fearful to behold; the suppressed 
d feeble moans that issued from his heaving 
past smote upon the, ear. The cords by 
1ich he was bound were almost hidden amidst 
e mass of blue and livid flesh exhibited in 
vollen and swelling limbs. Drop after drop, 
wever, the water was still forced upon him, 
i, at last, I'could bear the sight no longer, 
d I would have darted forward and smote his 
rmenters to the ground, but I was withheld 
firm andnervoushands. I struggled fierce- 
, but in vain, to free myselffrom the grasp. 
1e tormented being, however, saw the object 
my endeavors, and, as if actuated by a wish 
aid them by his‘own, he made one last, one 
rful effort. But his swollen frame could no 
ger bear the violence of the struggle. I 
ned in sickening horror from the sight—for 
pit and mutilated corpse was all that now 
hained in the hands of these ministers of 


fo. 2—Tne Torture sy Fire.—At that 
nt a loud appalling shriek burst upon my 
‘It came from the squalid being I had 
rved pinioned to the ground. itis feet 
limbs, ‘and the lower extremities of his 
» were larded all over, and’one continued 
ste them with oil, while another kept up 
ncreased the scorching fire, befure which 
ow more than half roasted man was bound. 
e nature could withstand the torture, he 
uttered no sound—but his skin was baked 
mid broiled—the fire had reached the bones 
and marrow of his limbs, and now forced from 
him a succession of shrieks and screams, that 
even yet when I think of them, ring upon my 
ear. His fortitude gave way under the 
excess of torture, and in the agony of the 
moment he yielded to all that was desired of 
him. 

No. 3—Tar Torture sy ror Rack.—With 
a despatch which would have done eredit to a 
better cause, I was seized and stripped of my 
upper garmenis. <A strong rope depending 
from the roof, which I had not before observed 
was fastened to my arms immediately above the 
elbow joints, and in an instant I was elevated 
from the ground, by means of pulleys, to the 
utmost height the lofty prison would allew,— 

ere, at the distance of many fathoms from 
tf floor, I remained for a moment suspended, 
when, suddenly, the rope below was” relaxed 
and I descended, swift as the lightning’s flash, 
till within three feet of the ground, when the 
rope was as suddenly tightened again with im- 
mense violence, Iwas unprepared for this 
species of torture, which I had not before wit- 
nessed, and the sudden agony of the pain . for- 
ced me to utter an involuntary scream. Both 
of my shoulder-joints had been wrenched from 
their sockets, and the whole weight of my body 
hung, as it were, dangling upon flesh and. si- 
news. But the weakness of human nature— 
the suddenness of the pain—which had forced 
an involuntary cry, was past, and I remained 
obstinately still and silent. After a few min- 
utes, the ropes were removed, from above my 
elbows, and fastened to my wrists, I was again 
swung aloft, and again the same operation was 
repeated. My wrists and elbow-joints were 
dislocated, and the flesh and sinews of my | 
shouldere stretched almost beyond the reach of 
endurance; still I uttered no. scream—no sound 
—no show that I was «t all sensible of the 
agony I endured. A few minutes’ pause en- 
sued, and I was again asked to confess. I 
made no answer, but asavage glance of defi- 
ance at the stern Inquisitor. Again the ropes 
were removed from my wrists, and, in less time 
than I now take to narrate the transaction, 
fastened round my thighs. Again I was lashed 


up to the roof of the infernal den, and 
was the strong rope relaxed, and drawn up with 
a violence that dislocated both hip-joints, evey 
as my arms had formerly been wrenched frog 
their sockets. I scarcely remember any thing 
that happened afterwards: the sensation of 

ny arising from the position in which I had 
been placed, with my head downwards; an 
my maimed and dislocated limbs hanging in ag 
inverted position, was so fearfully acute as al 
most to deprive me ofsense. Still I spoke not 
—and but a faint impression, like the remem 
brance of a painful dream, now rests upon my 
memory, of a cordial having been forced dowa 
my throat—of having been once more swung 
by the ankles and wrists together,—of the rope 
giving way, ard of my falling, in a state of in- 
sensibility, to the ground. A-dim flirting of 
lights around me, beings in the garb of hell, 
with fiery eyes and distorted visages; and con- 
fused cries, like the vells and shouting of the 
dammed, were the last sights that glanced be- 
fore’ my eyes—the last sounds that struck upon 
my ear. ; 

How long I remained ina state of insensi- 
bility, I cannot tell, When I recovered, I 
was alone, andin my dungeon,—my tongue 
clinging to the roofofmy mouth, and my whole 
frame burning with the intensity of fever— 
““W ater—water’’—was the half-choaked cry I 
uttered—but there was no one near to hear or 
aid me; and, in the agony of my soul, I deemed 


ish on my bed of damp unwholesome straw. 





Wasuincton.—The following splendid eulo- 
giuin to the incomparable Washington, is from 
the History of the United States contained in 
Lardner’s Cyclopedia: 


Amidst all the victories and high achievments 
of young America, there is none of which she 
has so much reason to be proud as the having 
given birth to Washington. So perfect, so 
pure, so simple, yet so lofty a character, the 
modern world had not yet produced. Indeed, 
a European monarchy could not have produced 
a Washington. Our social organization, framed 
on feudal principles, is too much impregnated 
with vanity, personal ambition, and the love of 
precedence not to have corrupted the colonial 
officer, long ere he became the hero of inde- 
pendence. Not but that monarchies have 
their worth es, Sidneys and Bayards, a numer- 
ous host; but a Washington they could not 


must, amongst these, infallibly inspire some 
passion of baser alloy. Let Cromwell and 
Napoleon, and Marlborough, and Charles XII, 
be passed with their compeers in view, and it 
will be seen how even patriotism dwindled ae 
a motive, till utterly lost amidst baser senti- 
ments. 

Washington stands alone.* As a commander 
his character has risén since men have come 
to examine it. With an army so doubting in 
spirit, and uncertain in numbers, as to have 
filled any captain with despair, he still achieved 
what, indeed probability rendered hopelesa.— 
Cool and imperturable to bide his time, and 
Fabius-like, observe the enemy,he never want- 
ed the impetuosity of Marcellus, when oppot- 
tunity rendered such advantageous. 

As a statesman, his Administration forms a 
monument as glorious as his campaign. He 
found a Constitution born so feebly, that its 
very parefits were hopeless of its existence.— 
Yet he contrived in raising it to give it feree, 
and communicate to it the principles of maturi- 
ty. Amidst the storm of adverse parties that 
gradually arose around him, Washington pre- 
served an impartial sense of what his country 
demanded; and though latterly he leaned to 
the side of federalism, and strong institutions, 
yet it was never so much as to upset the bal 
ance;—and perhaps the greatest proof of his 
sagacity, and the difficulty of thistask, is, that 
his successor, John Adams, failed in the same 
attempt, and by allowing himself to be borne 
away by one party, gave to the other the op- 
portunity ef successful reaction. 
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